
The Three Deaths in the Bible

THE WORD “DEATH” MEANS TO BE SEPARATED FROM SOMETHING. NOTE THE 
THREE FOLLOWING USES OF THE WORD DEATH IN SCRIPTURE:

SPIRITUAL DEATH

SPIRITUAL DEATH IS THE CONDITION OF BEING SEPARATED FROM GOD AT 
CONCEPTION WHICH CONTINUES AFTER PHYSICAL BIRTH (PSALM 51:5).

SPIRITUAL DEATH IS THE CONDITION INTO WHICH EACH HUMAN BEING IS BORN 
(EPHESIANS 2:1).

SPIRITUAL DEATH IS NOT CAUSED BY COMMITTING ACTS OF SIN, BUT BY BEING 
“IN TRESPASSES AND SINS.”

PHYSICAL DEATH

PHYSICAL DEATH IS SEPARATION OF THE PERSON FROM THE PHYSICAL BODY.

PHYSICAL DEATH IS EARNED BY ACTS OF SIN (ROMANS 3:23), BUT IS CAUSED 
BY ADAM’S SIN BEING IMPUTED TO EACH PERSON (ROMANS 5:12-14).

CHRIST DIED A PHYSICAL DEATH FOR UNGODLY MANKIND (ROMANS 5:6).

THE SECOND DEATH

THE SECOND DEATH IS SEPARATION FROM GOD AT THE FINAL JUDGMENT.  
(REVELATION 20:6, 12-14).

THE SECOND DEATH IS THE RESULT OF UNBELIEF.


	The word “death” means to be separated from something. Note the three following uses of the word death in Scripture:
	Spiritual death is the condition of being separated from God at conception which continues after physical birth (Psalm 51:5).
	Spiritual death is the condition into which each human being is born (Ephesians 2:1).
	Spiritual death is not caused by committing acts of sin, but by being “in trespasses and sins.”
	Physical death is separation of the person from the physical body.
	Physical death is earned by acts of sin (Romans 3:23), but is caused by Adam’s sin being imputed to each person (Romans 5:12-14).
	Christ died a physical death for ungodly mankind (Romans 5:6).
	The second death is separation from God at the final Judgment. (Revelation 20:6, 12-14).
	The Second Death is the result of unbelief.

