
The Word “Kingdom” from Acts through The Revelation

The word “kingdom” occurs 34 times in 33 sentences, with 1 TP. in Rev 5:10.

There appear to be two distinct uses in these passages: 1) The Davidic (mediatorial) Kingdom, and 2) the
Universal (entire creation) Kingdom. The phrase “heavenly kingdom,” which occurs twice, appears to refer to
the Universal Kingdom from the perspective of a location, heaven.

Abbreviations: DK = Davidic Kingdom.

UK = Universal Kingdom.

OK = Other Kingdom.

1. Acts 1:3 ...to whom He also presented 
Himself alive after His suffer-
ing by many infallible proofs, 
being seen by them during forty
days and speaking of the things 
pertaining to the kingdom of 
God.

oi-j kai. pare,sthsen èauto.n zw/nta 
meta. to. paqei/n auvto.n evn polloi/j 
tekmhri,oij di hm̀erw/n 
tessara,konta ovptano,menoj auvtoi/j 
kai. le,gwn ta. peri. th/j basilei,aj 
tou/ qeou/\

DK: 1) A continuation of Luke’s 
Gospel. 2) Not the UK, as held by BKC
(why? not answered), an unlikely topic 
during the 40 days. 3) Disciples interest
was in the DK, Acts 1:6. 4) See 1:6: the
DK is spoken as part of the discussion 
connected to verse 3. 5) See diagrams. 
Note the introductory kai. beginning vs.
4.

2. Acts 1:6 Therefore, when they had come 
together, they asked Him, say-
ing,Lord, will You at this time 
restore the kingdom to Israel?

oì me.n ou=n sunelqo,ntej evphvrw,twn 
auvto.n le,gontej ku,rie eiv evn tw/| 
cro,nw| tou,tw| avpokaqista,neij th.n 
basilei,an tw/| ivsrah,l 

DK: 1) A question stemming from 
mention of the kingdom in vs. 3. 2) 
Question is one of restoration of the 
DK. 3) Note the article of previous 
reference, th.n basilei,an)

3. Acts 8:12 But when they believed Philip 
as he evangelized the things 
concerning the kingdom of God
and the name of Jesus Christ, 
both men and women were bap-
tized.

o[te de. evpi,steusan tw/| fili,ppw| 
euvaggelizome,nw| ta. peri. th/j 
basilei,aj tou/ qeou/ kai. tou/ 
ovno,matoj VIhsou/ Cristou/ 
evbapti,zonto a;ndrej te kai. 
gunai/kej)

DK: 1) First mention of the Kingdom in
the early transition. 2) Philip was 
evangelizing in Samaria, proclaiming 
the Christ (vs. 4, to.n Cristo,n), that 
is, the Messiah.

4. Acts 
14:22

...strengthening the souls of the 
disciples, exhorting them to 
continue in the faith, and say-
ing, We must through many 
tribulations enter the kingdom 
of God.

evpisthri,zontej ta.j yuca.j tw/n 
maqhtw/n parakalou/ntej evmme,nein 
th/| pi,stei kai. o[ti dia. pollw/n 
qli,yewn dei/ h̀ma/j eivselqei/n eivj 
th.n basilei,an tou/ qeou/)

DK: 1) Refers to Paul and Barnabas 
when they returned to Lystra, Iconium, 
and Antioch to minister to believers 
during the early transition. 2) Entering 
the kingdom cannot refer to the UK. 3) 
Members of the body of Christ, will 
enter the eschatological kingdom of 
God at the time of its establishment at 
the beginning of the millennial age.

5. Acts 19:8 And he went into the synagogue
and spoke boldly for three 
months, reasoning and persuad-
ing concerning the things of the 
kingdom of God.

eivselqw.n de. eivj th.n sunagwgh.n 
evparrhsia,zeto evpi. mh/naj trei/j 
dialego,menoj kai. pei,qwn ta. peri. 
th/j basilei,aj tou/ qeou/

DK: 1) The reason Paul spoke of the 
kingdom here is the same transitional 
one as in the other places he presented 
his message. Jesus is the Messiah, the 
future king of Israel. 2) These 
synagogue Jews needed to hear that 
message as part of bringing them to the 
point of understanding Christ’s 
sacrifice, and the further message of the
new body.
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6. Acts 
20:25

And indeed, now I know that 
you all, among whom I have 
gone preaching the kingdom of 
God, will see my face no more.

kai. nu/n ivdou. evgw. oi=da o[ti ouvke,ti 
o;yesqe to. pro,swpo,n mou um̀ei/j 
pa,ntej evn oi-j dih/lqon khru,sswn 
th.n basilei,an tou/ qeou/Å 

DK: 1) Paul is speaking to the Ephesian
elders. 2) Paul’s ministry consisted in 
part of proclaiming the DK. 3) In 
proclaiming the kingdom Paul probably
explained God’s future program on the 
earth, and distinguished its various 
peoples, (Jews, Gentiles, and the 
Church). 3) One teaching the grace of 
God for the church should present its 
true relationship to the future kingdom.

7. Acts 
28:23

So when they had appointed 
him a day, many came to him at
his lodging, to whom he ex-
plained and solemnly testified 
of the kingdom of God, per-
suading them concerning Jesus 
from both the Law of Moses 
and the Prophets, from morning
till evening.

taxa,menoi de. auvtw/| hm̀e,ran h-kon 
pro.j auvto.n eivj th.n xeni,an plei,onej
oi-j evxeti,qeto diamarturo,menoj th.n 
basilei,an tou/ qeou/ pei,qwn te 
auvtou.j ta. peri. tou/ ivhsou/ avpo, te 
tou/ no,mou mwse,wj kai. tw/n 
profhtw/n avpo. prwi> e[wj èspe,raj)

DK: 1) Paul is presenting Christ to 
Jews in Rome. 2) Paul’s ministry 
continues to be Messianic to the Jews. 
3) This period of time of ministering to 
Israelites allowed the division between 
the believers and unbelievers within 
Israel to be identified (see vs. 24). So 
the temporary activity of transitioning 
believing Israelites from their Old 
Testament program to the program of 
grace continued throughout the period 
during which NT Scripture was being 
written.

8. Acts 
28:31

...preaching the kingdom of 
God and teaching the things 
which concern the Lord Jesus 
Christ with all confidence, no 
one forbidding him.

khru,sswn th.n basilei,an tou/ qeou/ 
kai. dida,skwn ta. peri. tou/ kuri,ou 
ivhsou/ cristou/ meta. pa,shj 
parrhsi,aj avkwlu,twj)

DK: 1) Paul proclaimed the truth of that
kingdom as a future realization for the 
nation of Israel and the Gentiles. 2) The
future for the church is also kingdom 
related, though not kingdom dependent,
as the church will not become subjects 
of the king, as will the future Gentile 
and Israelite believers of the previous 
day.

9. Ro 14:17 ...for the kingdom of God is not 
eating and drinking, but right-
eousness and peace and joy in 
the Holy Spirit.

ouv ga,r evstin h ̀basilei,a tou/ qeou/ 
brw/sij kai. po,sij avlla. dikaiosu,nh
kai. eivrh,nh kai. cara. evn pneu,mati 
àgi,w|)

DK: This passage, and others like it, 
view the DK from the resurrected 
believer’s perspective.

10. 1 Cor 
4:20

For the kingdom of God is not 
in word but in power.

ouv ga.r evn lo,gw| h ̀basilei,a tou/ 
qeou/ avll evn duna,mei

UK: 1) The phrase kingdom of God in 
this passage refers to the universal 
kingdom of God, the kingdom over 
which the Father now reigns, rather 
than the future Messianic kingdom over
which Christ will reign. 2) The 
universal kingdom, to which all 
creatures belong and in which they are 
subjects of God, is characterized by the 
power of God Himself, since it was 
created directly by that power. 3) Paul 
is not dealing with unbelievers here. 
When he did deal with unbelievers and 
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their secular power, God did not 
provide him with supernatural ability to
overcome their evil. Paul sometimes 
suffered terribly at their hands. 4) With 
believers, Paul was confident in his 
power, the power that God had given 
him to deal with specific needs within 
the body of Christ.

11. 1 Cor 
6:9-10

Do you not know that the un-
righteous will not inherit the 
kingdom of God? Do not be de-
ceived. Neither fornicators, nor 
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor ho-
mosexuals, nor sodomites, nor 
thieves, nor covetous, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor ex-
tortioners will inherit the king-
dom of God.

h' ouvk oi;date o[ti a;dikoi basilei,an
qeou/ ouv klhronomh,sousin* mh. 
plana/sqe) ou;te po,rnoi ou;te 
eivdwlola,trai ou;te moicoi. ou;te 
malakoi. ou;te avrsenokoi/tai  10  ou;te
pleone,ktai ou;te kle,ptai ou;te 
me,qusoi ouv loi,doroi ouvc a[rpagej 
basilei,an qeou/ ouv 
klhronomh,sousin 

DK: Interpretive key is the word 
klhronomh,sousin, the future active of 
klhronome,w. The UK cannot be inher-
ited in the future. The word unrighteous
(a;dikoi) refers to functional unrigh-
teousness, not positional unrighteous-
ness.

12. 1 Co 
15:24

Then comes the end, when He 
delivers the kingdom to God the
Father, when He puts an end to 
all rule and all authority and 
power.

ei=ta to. te,loj o[tan paradw/| th.n 
basilei,an tw/| qew/| kai. patri, o[tan 
katargh,sh| pa/san avrch.n kai. pa/san
evxousi,an kai. du,namin)

DK: This appears to be referring to the 
end of the millennial period. At that 
time, probably on the new earth, the 
only authority and power on earth will 
be God’s authority and power.

13. 1 Co 
15:50

Now this I say, brethren, that 
flesh and blood cannot inherit 
the kingdom of God; nor does 
corruption inherit incorruption.

tou/to de, fhmi avdelfoi, o[ti sa.rx 
kai. ai-ma basilei,an qeou/ 
klhronomh/sai ouv du,nantai ouvde. h̀ 
fqora. th.n avfqarsi,an klhronomei/

DK: 1) See number 11. above. 2) Must 
refer to after the resurrection. 

14. Gal 5:21 ...envy, murders, drunkenness, 
revelries, and the like; of which 
I tell you beforehand, just as I 
also told you in time past, that 
those who practice such things 
will not inherit the kingdom of 
God. 

fqo,noi fo,noi( me,qai kw/moi kai. ta. 
o[moia tou,toij a] prole,gw um̀i/n 
kaqw.j kai. proei/pon o[ti oì ta. 
toiau/ta pra,ssontej basilei,an qeou/
ouv klhronomh,sousin)

DK: See number 11. above.

15. Eph 5:5 For this you know, that no for-
nicator, unclean person, nor 
covetous man, who is an idol-
ater, has any inheritance in the 
kingdom of Christ and God. 

tou/to ga.r e;ste ginw,skontej o[ti 
pa/j po,rnoj h' avka,qartoj h' 
pleone,kthj o[j evstin eivdwlola,trhj 
ouvk e;cei klhronomi,an evn th/| 
basilei,a| tou/ cristou/ kai. qeou/)

DK: See number 11. above.

16. Col 1:13 He has delivered us from the 
power of darkness and con-
veyed us into the kingdom of 
the Son of His love...

o]j evrru,sato h̀ma/j evk th/j evxousi,aj 
tou/ sko,touj kai. mete,sthsen eivj 
th.n basilei,an tou/ uìou/ th/j avga,phj
auvtou/)))

DK: See position paper, “The Meaning 
of Basileia in Col. 1:13.”

17. Col 4:11 ...and Jesus who is called Jus-
tus. These are my only fellow 
workers for the kingdom of 
God who are of the circumci-
sion; they have proved to be a 
comfort to me. 

)))kai. ivhsou/j ò lego,menoj 
ivou/stoj( oì o;ntej evk peritomh/j ou-
toi mo,noi sunergoi. eivj th.n 
basilei,an tou/ qeou/ oi[tinej 
evgenh,qhsa,n moi parhgori,a)

DK: Commentators avoid the phrase 
“kingdom of God” in this sentence like 
the plague. It is most likely referring to 
the DK, since Paul indicates that his co-
workers, Aristarchus, Mark, and Justice
are “of the circumcision” (evk 
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peritomh/j), and that they are workers 
“for” the kingdom, a weak translation. 
Here eivj means “with reference to” 
rather than “for,” or “into.” Even the 
KJV “unto” is better than “for.” These 
transitionalized Hebrews were probably
evangelizing with Paul among other Is-
raelites, proclaiming the messianic 
message.

18. 1 Th 
2:12

...that you would walk worthy 
of God who calls you into His 
own kingdom and glory.

eivj to. peripath/sai um̀a/j avxi,wj tou/
qeou/ tou/ kalou/ntoj ùma/j eivj th.n 
èautou/ basilei,an kai. do,xan)

DK: J. Vernon McGee is correct when 
he says, “God has called the saints 
unto ‘his kingdom,’ which refers to 
the millennial kingdom.” God does 
not call people into the UK.

19. 2 Th 1:5 ...which is manifest evidence of 
the righteous judgment of God, 
that you may be counted worthy
of the kingdom of God, for 
which you also suffer...

)))e;ndeigma th/j dikai,aj kri,sewj 
tou/ qeou/ eivj to. kataxiwqh/nai um̀a/j
th/j basilei,aj tou/ qeou/ ùpe.r hj̀ 
kai. pa,scete)))

DK: Many make this the UK (BKC for 
example), but there is no compelling 
reason to do so. The concept of 
suffering for the UK is odd, at best. But
for the presentation of the DK, with its 
fulfillment in Jesus of Nazareth as 
rejected king, would certainly produce 
suffering of the part of believers at that 
time.

20. 2 Ti 4:1 I charge you therefore before 
God and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who will judge the living and 
the dead at His appearing and 
His kingdom...

diamartu,romai ou=n evgw. evnw,pion 
tou/ qeou/ kai. tou/ kuri,ou ivhsou/ 
cristou/ tou/ me,llontoj kri,nein 
zw/ntaj kai. nekrou,j kata. th.n 
evpifa,neian auvtou/ kai. th.n 
basilei,an auvtou/\

DK: A reference to the judgment of the 
unbelieving dead who will be 
resurrected and judged at the second 
coming of Christ to establish the 
earthly kingdom.

21. 2 Ti 4:18 And the Lord will deliver me 
from every evil work and pre-
serve me for His heavenly king-
dom. To Him be glory forever 
and ever. Amen!

kai. rù,setai, me ò ku,rioj avpo. 
panto.j e;rgou ponhrou/ kai. sw,sei 
eivj th.n basilei,an auvtou/ th.n 
evpoura,nion\ w-| h ̀do,xa eivj tou.j 
aivw/naj tw/n aivw,nwn) avmh,n)

UK: The term “heavenly” (evpoura,nion) 
indicates the nature of this kingdom.  
evpoura,nioj is regularly used to 
distinguish heaven from earth, as it 
does here. This is not the earthly 
kingdom, but the heavenly one. Here 
the UK is viewed from the created 
heavens perspective, as the ultimate 
destination of the resurrected saint of 
this age. (Some have thought that this is
a reference to the DK as expressed in 
the phrase “kingdom of the heavens.” 
This is unlikely, since evpoura,nioj does 
not mean “of heaven.” It seems better 
to consider it heaven as the abode of 
the king of the universe, and therefore 
the heavenly kingdom.)
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22. Heb 1:8 But to the Son He says: Your 
throne, O God, is forever and 
ever; A scepter of righteousness
is the scepter of Your Kingdom.

pro.j de. to.n uìo,n ò qro,noj sou ò 
qeo,j eivj to.n aivw/na tou/ aivw/noj 
rà,bdoj euvqu,thtoj h ̀rà,bdoj th/j 
basilei,aj sou)

DK: This reference to Psalm 45:6-7 is 
applied to the Son, from what is 
generally considered a messianic 
Psalm.

23. Heb 
12:28

Therefore, since we are receiv-
ing a kingdom which cannot be 
shaken, let us have grace, by 
which we may serve God ac-
ceptably with reverence and 
godly fear. 

dio. basilei,an avsa,leuton 
paralamba,nontej e;cwmen ca,rin di 
hj̀ latreu,omen euvare,stwj tw/| qew/| 
meta. aivdou/j kai. euvlabei,aj)

DK: This is probably referring to the 
second coming of Christ, though some 
take it to when God forms the new 
heaven and earth. At any rate, the 
present participle paralamba,nontej 
refers to that which is in the process of 
being received, but not yet acquired. 
It’s a futuristic present.

24. Jam 2:5 Listen, my beloved brethren: 
Has God not chosen the poor of
this world to be rich in faith and
heirs of the kingdom which He 
promised to those who love 
Him?

avkou,sate avdelfoi, mou avgaphtoi,\ 
ouvc ò qeo.j evxele,xato tou.j ptwcou.j
tou/ ko,smou plousi,ouj evn pi,stei 
kai. klhrono,mouj th/j basilei,aj h̀j 
evphggei,lato toi/j avgapw/sin auvto,n

DK: James’ readers would have under-
stood  that  the  earthly  kingdom  is  in
view, and that no one had yet entered it.
An heir is looking forward to his inheri-
tance; he has not yet received it.

25. 2 Pet 
1:11

...for so an entrance will be sup-
plied to you abundantly into the
everlasting kingdom of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

ou[twj ga.r plousi,wj 
evpicorhghqh,setai um̀i/n h̀ ei;sodoj 
eivj th.n aivw,nion basilei,an tou/ 
kuri,ou hm̀w/n kai. swth/roj ivhsou/ 
cristou/)

DK: Entrance signals the earthly 
kingdom. If referring to the UK, 
everlasting (eivj th.n aivw,nion) is 
inappropriate. This kingdom belongs to
“our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.”

26. Rev 1:6 and has made us kings and 
priests to His God and Father, 
to Him be glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen. 

kai. evpoi,hsen hm̀a/j 
basilei,an( ìerei/j tw/| qew/| kai. 
patri. auvtou/ auvtw/| h ̀do,xa kai. to. 
kra,toj eivj tou.j aivw/naj tw/n 
aivw,nwn) avmh,n)

OK: This is a metaphorical use of the 
word basilei,a (basileia), which is 
strangely translated “kings” in the KJV 
and NKJV. Believers of this age are 
being compared to a kingdom. The 
phrase is not “kings and priests,” but “a
kingdom, priest to God the Father.”

27. Rev 1:9 I, John, both your brother and 
companion in the tribulation 
and kingdom and patience of 
Jesus Christ, was on the island 
that is called Patmos for the 
word of God and for the testi-
mony of Jesus Christ. 

evgw. ivwa,nnhj ò avdelfo.j ùmw/n kai. 
koinwno,j evn th/| qli,yei kai. 
basilei,a| kai. up̀omonh/| evn cristw/| 
ivhsou/ evgeno,mhn evn th/| nh,sw| th/| 
kaloume,nh| pa,tmw| dia. to.n lo,gon 
tou/ qeou/ kai. dia. th.n marturi,an 
ivhsou/ cristou/(

DK: John, for the third time, refers to 
himself, this time as a companion to his
audience “in the trouble and kingdom 
and endurance of Jesus Christ.” In the 
immediate context of vs. 10, he 
continues by referring to the “Lord’s 
day,” referring to the future day of the 
Lord. See my notes on Revelation.

28. Rev 5:10 And have made us kings and 
priests to our God; And we 
shall reign on the earth.

kai. evpoi,hsaj auvtou.j tw/| qew/| 
h̀mw/n basilei/j kai. ièrei/j kai. 
basileu,sousin evpi. th/j gh/j

TP. Cr reads basilei,an, kingdom. MT 
reads basilei/j, kings.
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29. Rev 
11:15

Then the seventh angel 
sounded: And there were loud 
voices in heaven, saying, The 
kingdoms of this world have 
become the kingdoms of our 
Lord and of His Christ, and He 
shall reign forever and ever!

kai. ò e[bdomoj a;ggeloj evsa,lpisen\ 
kai. evge,nonto fwnai. mega,lai evn tw/|
ouvranw/| le,gousai( evge,neto h ̀
basilei,a tou/ ko,smou tou/ kuri,ou 
hm̀w/n kai. tou/ cristou/ auvtou/ kai. 
basileu,sei eivj tou.j aivw/naj tw/n 
aivw,nwn

OK: The phrase “the kingdoms of this 
world” (basilei,a tou/ ko,smou) is best 
understood as the kingdoms that consist
of the world system. This current world
system cannot co-exist with the 
kingdom of God, and will be totally 
eliminated by it.

30. Rev 
12:10

Then I heard a loud voice say-
ing in heaven, Now salvation, 
and strength, and the kingdom 
of our God, and the power of 
His Christ have come, for the 
accuser of our brethren, who ac-
cused them before our God day 
and night, has been cast down.

kai. h;kousa fwnh.n mega,lhn evn tw/| 
ouvranw/| le,gousan( a;rti evge,neto h̀ 
swthri,a kai. h ̀du,namij kai. h ̀
basilei,a tou/ qeou/ hm̀w/n kai. h ̀
evxousi,a tou/ Cristou/ auvtou/ o[ti 
evblh,qh ò kath,goroj tw/n avdelfw/n 
hm̀w/n ò kathgorw/n autw/n evnw,pion
tou/ qeou/ hm̀w/n hm̀e,raj kai. nukto,j

DK: The salvation in view is best 
understood as the eschatological 
salvation of Israel rather than spiritual 
salvation of the individual believer. The
context bears this out by the statement 
that “the kingdom of our God and the 
power of His Christ have come.” While
it is not yet established at this point in 
the book of Revelation, the kingdom is 
on the way and no one can stop it. The 
events described here are the opening 
salvos that result in the establishment 
of the kingdom of God on the earth.

31. Rev 
16:10

Then the fifth angel poured out 
his bowl on the throne of the 
beast, and his kingdom became 
full of darkness; and they 
gnawed their tongues because 
of the pain.

kai. ò pe,mptoj a;ggeloj evxe,ceen th.n
fia,lhn auvtou/ evpi. to.n qro,non tou/ 
qhri,ou kai. evge,neto h ̀basilei,a 
auvtou/ evskotwme,nh kai. evmasw/nto 
ta.j glw,ssaj auvtw/n evk tou/ po,nou

OK: The fifth bowl is similar to the 
fifth trumpet in that both deal with 
darkness. But there the similarity ends, 
as the fifth trumpet deals with demonic 
activity upon the population of the 
Empire, while this bowl is specific in 
its judgment against “the throne of the 
beast and his kingdom.” This 
terminology makes it clear that the 
leadership of the Revived Roman 
Empire is being judged, as distinct from
the general population of that Empire 
which was judged by the fourth bowl.

32. Rev 
17:12

The ten horns which you saw 
are ten kings who have received
no kingdom as yet, but they re-
ceive authority for one hour as 
kings with the beast.

kai. ta. de,ka ke,rata a] ei=dej de,ka 
basilei/j eivsin oi[tinej basilei,an 
ou;pw e;labon avllV evxousi,an ẁj 
basilei/j mi,an w[ran lamba,nousin 
meta. tou/ qhri,ou)

OK: The “no kingdom” phrase refers to
the future kingdoms of the ten kings 
that, at this point in the narrative, they 
have not yet received. For a discussion 
of the identity of the ten kings, see my 
notes on this verse.

33. Rev 
17:17

For God has put it into their 
hearts to fulfill His purpose, to 
be of one mind, and to give 
their kingdom to the beast, until
the words of God are fulfilled.

ò ga.r qeo.j e;dwken eivj ta.j kardi,aj
auvtw/n poih/sai th.n gnw,mhn auvtou/ 
kai. poih/sai gnw,mhn mi,an kai. 
dou/nai th.n basilei,an auvtw/n tw/| 
qhri,w| a;cri telesqw/sin oì lo,goi 
tou/ qeou/)

OK: This continues the narrative 
concerning the ten kings from vs. 12.
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