The Word “Kingdom?” from Acts through The Revelation

The word “kingdom” occurs 34 times in 33 sentences, with 1 TP. in Rev 5:10.

There appear to be two distinct uses in these passages: 1) The Davidic (mediatorial) Kingdom, and 2) the
Universal (entire creation) Kingdom. The phrase “heavenly kingdom,” which occurs twice, appears to refer to
the Universal Kingdom from the perspective of a location, heaven.

Abbreviations: DK = Davidic Kingdom.
UK = Universal Kingdom.
OK = Other Kingdom.
1. Acts 1:3 | ...to whom He also presented ~ |olg kel Tapéotnoer eavtov (Grte. | DK: 1) A continuation of Luke’s

Himself alive after His suffer-
ing by many infallible proofs,
being seen by them during forty
days and speaking of the things
pertaining to the kingdom of
God.

Hete 10 Todely adTOV €V MOAAOLG
TekunpLloLg SL MuepOV
TECOUPOKOVTH OTTUVOUEVOC GDTOLG
Kol A€ywy To mepl Thg Paotielog
100 Beod-

Gospel. 2) Not the UK, as held by BKC
(why? not answered), an unlikely topic
during the 40 days. 3) Disciples interest
was in the DK, Acts 1:6. 4) See 1:6: the
DK is spoken as part of the discussion
connected to verse 3. 5) See diagrams.

Note the introductory kol beginning vs.
4.

2. Acts 1:6 | Therefore, when they had come |0l pev obv ouveABovtec émpdtwr | DK: 1) A question stemming from
together, they asked Him, say- |0UTOV A€YOUTEG KUPLE €L €V T0) mention of the kingdom in vs. 3. 2)
ing,Lord, will You at this time | XPOV®) TOUTQ) ATOKXBLOTAVELS ™V | (yyestion is one of restoration of the
restore the kingdom to Israel? | BaotAeloar ¢ Lopani DK. 3) Note the article of previous

reference, Ty Baoiielav.

3. Acts 8:12 | But when they believed Philip Ote 6¢ é‘lTl,.O‘E,EUOOCV 0 (bL)LL‘IT‘IT({) DK: 1) First mention of the Kingdom n
as he evangelized the things | €VayyeAlCopevey ta mepl Thg the early transition. 2) Philip was
concerning the kingdom of God | fxgLiciac ob Beob Kal Tod evangelizing in Samaria, proclaiming
and the name of Jesus Christ, ovopatog Tnood XpLatod . \ ’ /
both men and women were bap- €BantiCovto avdpeg Te Kal Fhe Christ (Vs.' 4, 7ov Xpuotov), that
tized. YUVOLKEG. is, the Messiah.

4. Acts ..strengthening the souls of the |émiotnpilovteg T Yuydc rojw DK: 1) Refers to Paul and Barnabas

14:22 disciples, exhorting them to HeBnTOV TepakeAobVTee qUUEVELY | when they returned to Lystra, Iconium,
continue in the faith, and say- | T0) TloTeL Kkal OTL S TOAAGY and Antioch to minister to believers
ing, We must through many OAbjew b€l Muac cloerdely ele during the early transition. 2) Entering
tribulations enter the kingdom | TV Baotielar 100 Beod. : )
of God the kingdom cannot refer to the UK. 3)

’ Members of the body of Christ, will
enter the eschatological kingdom of
God at the time of its establishment at
the beginning of the millennial age.

5. Acts 19:8 | And he went into the synagogue |€LoeABwV 8¢ elc Ty ouvaywyny DK: 1) The reason Paul spoke of the

and spoke boldly for three
months, reasoning and persuad-
ing concerning the things of the
kingdom of God.

EMoPPNOLOLETO €L Uiveg TPeLg
dLaAeyoperog kol Telbwvy T Tepl
¢ Baoiielag Tod Beod

kingdom here is the same transitional
one as in the other places he presented
his message. Jesus is the Messiah, the
future king of Israel. 2) These
synagogue Jews needed to hear that
message as part of bringing them to the
point of understanding Christ’s
sacrifice, and the further message of the
new body.
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6. Acts And indeed, now I know that kol VOV 16ov é'Y(;.) oo dTL ODKETL DK: 1) Paul is speaking to the Ephesian
20:25 you all, among whom I have | 8seabe 0 mpoowT6V pou Dueic elders. 2) Paul’s ministry consisted in
%’}01113 pf?l'ilChing thF kingdom of LTT\O]‘]‘/’TEEOEL‘;&?;?/ i?é‘eei'(j)ﬁmpwowv part of proclaiming the DK. 3) In
0d, will see my face no more. ' proclaiming the kingdom Paul probably
explained God’s future program on the
earth, and distinguished its various
peoples, (Jews, Gentiles, and the
Church). 3) One teaching the grace of
God for the church should present its
true relationship to the future kingdom.
7. Acts So when they had appointed Todpevol 8¢ adt® Muépav fikov DK: 1) Paul is presenting Christ to
28:23 him a day, many came to him at TTEbQ’ OCI’)‘F(‘)V Eig T'hl/ Eev L(}V TAe l’,O‘VEQ Jews in Rome. 2) Paul’s ministry
his lodging, to whom he ex- ELQ Efg&gigﬁégoéggp;:&%svgf V| continues to be Messianic to the Jews.
plained and solemnly testified | PXOLACLOL , JE0U TELBWV 1€ : : : et
o th kingdom of God, er- 47015 <& gt 0 oo =11 B L0 P BT EE
suading them concerning Jesus |tOV VOHOU HWOEWE Kl TWV . . o
from both the Law of Moses TpodNTAY aTd Tpwl €wg €omépag. | the behever§ and.unbehevers within
and the Prophets, from morning Israel to be 1dent1ﬁ§d (see vs. 24) So
till evening. the temporary activity of transitioning
believing Israelites from their Old
Testament program to the program of
grace continued throughout the period
during which NT Scripture was being
written.
8. Acts ...preaching the kingdom of knpboowy Ty Beotielav tod Beod | DK: 1) Paul proclaimed the truth of that
28:31 God and teaching the things kel Suddokwv T Tepl 10D kuplov | kinedom as a future realization for the
which concern the Lord Jesus | LNIOOV XpLOTOU T TROTC nation of Israel and the Gentiles. 2) The
Christ with all confidence, no | TXPPNOLAEC GKWAVTRC, future for the church is also kingdom
one forbidding him. related, though not kingdom dependent,
as the church will not become subjects
of the king, as will the future Gentile
and Israelite believers of the previous
day.
9.Ro 14:17 |...for the kingdom of God is not |00 ydp €otiv f) Baoiieio Tod Beod |DK: This passage, and others like it,
eating and drinking, but right- ﬁpfﬁog@ 'fal ”69 LG &M‘}‘ 6LK°‘E0°‘~/’V“ view the DK from the resurrected
eousness and peace and joy in | KXL €LpTVT) KL YXPOQ €V TVEVDUATL | yaliaver’s perspective.
the Holy Spirit. wyLe.
10. 1 Cor For the kingdom of God is not |00 y&p €v 20Yw 1) Paotiele ToD UK: 1) The phrase kingdom of God in
4:20 in word but in power. Beod AL €V Suvdpuel

this passage refers to the universal
kingdom of God, the kingdom over
which the Father now reigns, rather
than the future Messianic kingdom over
which Christ will reign. 2) The
universal kingdom, to which all
creatures belong and in which they are
subjects of God, is characterized by the
power of God Himself, since it was
created directly by that power. 3) Paul
is not dealing with unbelievers here.
When he did deal with unbelievers and
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their secular power, God did not
provide him with supernatural ability to
overcome their evil. Paul sometimes
suffered terribly at their hands. 4) With
believers, Paul was confident in his
power, the power that God had given
him to deal with specific needs within
the body of Christ.

11.1Cor | Do you not know that the un- || o0k ofdate 8t ddikor Paotrelar | DK: Interpretive key is the word
6:9-10 righteous will not inherit the | 8€0D 0L KAnpovounooLGLY; un kAnpovoprioovoLy, the future active of
kingdom of God? Do not be de- | TAav@ode. ovte moproL oute kAnpovouéw. The UK cannot be inher-
?gi‘l’efl' Neitherdfcilt*nicators, n}(l)r E:;(Ziz?:a;ggé 6(:));;}(1)2:)%2& LOUIEG oiiee ited in the future. The word unrighteous
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor ho- 9 . .
mosexuals, nor sodomites, nor TA€OVEKTAL ODTE KAETTOL OUTE (@buror) refers to ﬁipctlolnal gn;lgh—
thieves, nor covetous, nor },LEGUOO’L od ko@ogm oy &pmayeg | teousness, not positional unrighteous-
drunkards, nor revilers, nor ex- B“OL}LEL‘W, Beod ov ness.
tortioners will inherit the king- KAnpovopnoovoLy
dom of God.
12.1 Co Then comes the end, when He €LTo T&? Téroc Oty TePadR ‘C‘I"]V DK: This appears to be referring to the
15:24 delivers the kingdom to God the | BaolAciay 1¢) 8eq) kal Tatpl OTAV | end of the millennial period. At that
Father, when He puts an end to | KXTOXPYTIOT) TXOXV XPXNY KAL TUORV | )0 probably on the new earth, the
all rule and all authority and cfovolav kal SUVapLY. only authority and power on earth will
power. be God’s authority and power.
13.1 Co Now this I say, brethren, that ‘EOUTO &€ bnuL txéekd)m OTL otpE DK: 1) See number 11. above. 2) Must
15:50 flesh and blood cannot inherit | kol aipe Buotielar O€0d | refer to after the resurrection.
the kingdom of God; nor does K}wﬂPQVOHT]O‘}L 00 E{UV‘XVWL ovde n
corruption inherit incorruption. $Bopa. Ty adbepoior kAnpovouel
14. Gal 5:21 |...envy, murders, drunkenness, |$p80voL dpovor, pebot kGuot kal t@ | DK: See number 11. above.
revelries, and the like; of which OpoLe TOUTOLG & 1TpO):,EY(JO })HT-}/
I tell you beforehand, just as | KOﬂe({C Kol TpoeLtov OTL oL Th R
also told you in time past, that | TOLDT TPAGCOVTEC BaoLielow Beod
those who practice such things |0V KAnpovouncouvoLy.
will not inherit the kingdom of
God.
15. Eph 5:5 | For this you know, that no for- |tobt0 yonp eore ywwomvreq otL DK: See number 11. above.
nicator, unclean person, nor s TFOPVOG Tl OLKOCGOCPTOG f
covetous man, who is an idol- WKEOVEKTW; 0¢ €0TLY EL@wlOMTPﬂC
ater, has any inheritance in the oK EXEL K)LUPOVOH Ly EV\ m o
kingdom of Christ and God. BooLrele tod yprotod kel Beod.
16. Col 1:13 | He has delivered us from the | 0¢ éppuoato fudc ék tfig €€ovolac | DK: See position paper, “The Meaning
power of darkness and con- TQf) OKOTOUC KL HeTeaTnoey €Lg of Basileia in Col. 1:13.”
veyed us into the kingdom of | TV 9060 LAela TOD LLOD TG ayemg
the Son of His love... vTov...
17. Col 4:11 |...and Jesus who is called Jus- | ...kal LT]OOU(; 0 Aeyouevoq DK: Commentators avoid the phrase

tus. These are my only fellow
workers for the kingdom of
God who are of the circumeci-
sion; they have proved to be a
comfort to me.

LOUO‘EOQ, ol Bvrec ¢k mepLTopfic 00
oL povm ouvepyol el Thy
BaoLielow oD Beod olTiveg
eyevndnoar poL Tepmyopia.

“kingdom of God” in this sentence like

the plague. It is most likely referring to

the DK, since Paul indicates that his co-
workers, Aristarchus, Mark, and Justice
are “of the circumcision” (¢
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mepLToutic), and that they are workers
“for” the kingdom, a weak translation.
Here eic means “with reference to”
rather than “for,” or “into.” Even the
KJV “unto” is better than “for.” These
transitionalized Hebrews were probably
evangelizing with Paul among other Is-
raelites, proclaiming the messianic
message.

18. 1 Th ...that you would walk worthy elc 1o TepLmaThonL Qp&q &El’.wg‘ toD | DK: J. Vernon McGee is correct when

2:12 of God who calls you into His | B€0D tob kaAobvtog Ludg €lc Ty | pe says, “God has called the saints
own kingdom and glory. cevtod Paoiielar kal Sofo. unto ‘his kingdom,” which refers to

the millennial kingdom.” God does
not call people into the UK.

19.2 Th 1:5 |...which is manifest evidence of | ...év8eLyua rﬁq\ dikatog Kp(,OEQ)(% DK: Many make this the UK (BKC for
the righteous judgment of God, |T0D Beob i t0 katoLwbfver VUAC | example), but there is no compelling
that you may be counted worthy | T PuoLielac t0b Beod vmep m reason to do so. The concept of
tht.hi kmgd(l)m Off?(’d’ for KOL TROXETE. suffering for the UK is odd, at best. But
WhICH you also Sutlet... for the presentation of the DK, with its

fulfillment in Jesus of Nazareth as
rejected king, would certainly produce
suffering of the part of believers at that
time.

20.2Ti4:1 |1 charge you therefore before | SuapopTipopot o0y éyw évamov | DK: A reference to the judgment of the
God and the Lord Jesus Christ, | 700 6€0D kal T0D Kuplov Lnood unbelieving dead who will be
who will judge the living and %CQLOTOU TOD HEAAOVTOC KplveLy resurrected and judged at the second
the dead at His appearing and |6 WVTUG KoL VEKPOUG KXTa TNV : : ;

His kingdom... {muddveisy @itod Kol Ty cornlglg kqf Célrlst to establish the
BaoiAelay altod: carthly kingdom.
21.2 Ti4:18 | And the Lord will deliver me Kol f)l')OE‘L'OLL pe o Kl,)pLO(; sicm‘) UK: The term “heavenly” (é‘lTOUpO,LVLOV)

from every evil work and pre-
serve me for His heavenly king-
dom. To Him be glory forever
and ever. Amen!

TaVTOC €PYOL TOVNPOD KUl 0WOEL
el¢ TV Paotietar adtod thy
emovpaviov: @ N 80fx elc Tolg
aloveg TRV aldvwr. auny.

indicates the nature of this kingdom.
emovpaviog is regularly used to
distinguish heaven from earth, as it
does here. This is not the earthly
kingdom, but the heavenly one. Here
the UK is viewed from the created
heavens perspective, as the ultimate
destination of the resurrected saint of
this age. (Some have thought that this is
a reference to the DK as expressed in
the phrase “kingdom of the heavens.”
This is unlikely, since émovpaviog does
not mean “of heaven.” It seems better
to consider it heaven as the abode of
the king of the universe, and therefore
the heavenly kingdom.)
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22. Heb 1:8 |But to the Son He says: Your TprQ 6‘6 ‘Ebl/ Ui,(,)V ) Gpévog gou 0 DK: This reference to Psalm 45:6-7 is
throne, O God, is forever and Bedg elg Tov (XL(;)VO( T0D aldvog applied to the Son, from what is
ever; A scepter of righteousness | Papo0c ebBitnTog M) papdoc Thig generally considered a messianic
is the scepter of Your Kingdom. Baoiielag oov. Psalm.
23. Heb Therefore, since we are receiv- | 6L0 BonOLkeLow onooc)»eurov DK: This is probably referring to the
12:28 ing a kingdom which cannot be | Tepadefdvovteg Exwuer XdpLY S | second coming of Christ, though some
shaken, let us have grace, by i MTPEUOHEV EU“PGOT(DG Q) 6ed take it to when God forms the new
which we may serve God ac- | Hewit aldolc kel elofelac. heaven and earth. At any rate, the
ceptably with reverence and present participle Tapeioapporovteg
godly fear. refers to that which is in the process of
being received, but not yet acquired.
It’s a futuristic present.
24.Jam 2:5 |Listen, my beloved brethren: arovoate adeAdol pov dyemmrol: DK: James’ readers would have under-
Has God not chosen the poor of | 0V), 6,9€b@ éiekéialro T(,’b@ “,T‘DXO{’g stood that the earthly kingdom is in
this world to be rich in faith and | T00 KOOROU TAOUOLOUC €V TLOTEL | oy, and that no one had yet entered it.
heirs of the kingdom which He | K&t K}LT)POVOHOQC ™me BOEOL)MELOL,G NS | An h’eir is looking forward to his inheri-
promised to those who love €TYYelAoTo TOle ayan@owy euroy tance; he has not yet received it
Him? : Y ‘
25.2 Pet ...for so an entrance will be sup- | oUtwe yop ﬂkouciwq DK: Entrance signals the earthly
1:11 plied to you abundantly into the GTFLXOPHYT]GT]OETOCL VUIY T] €loodog kingdom. If referring to the UK,
everlasting kingdom of our elc TT]V OLL(*)VLOV Baotreloav Tod everlasting (eic v aidviov) is
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  |KUP Lovhnuwv kel owtfipoc inood inappropriate. This kingdom belongs to
APLOTOL- “our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.”
26. Rev 1:6 | and has made us kings and Kol €molnoev mudc OK: This is a metaphorical use of the
priests to His God and Father, B“OL}“EL"EV’ QLEpfALC ™9 Be® K“:L . word Baoirela (basileia), which is
to Him be glory and dominion | TPl €UTOD QLT M b0kx kel 70 strangely translated “kings” in the KJV
forever and ever. Amen. KPOTOG €l TOLG LWVac Ty and NKJV. Believers of this age are
alWvY. auny. ; ;
being compared to a kingdom. The
phrase is not “kings and priests,” but “a
kingdom, priest to God the Father.”
27.Rev 1:9 |1, John, both your brother and é\{(l) i.(;)O,WVT]Q 0 &66)»(1)6@ f)u(;)l/ kol | DK: John, for the third time, refers to
companion in the tribulation ~ |Kowwvoe év T OrlPeL Kkal himself, this time as a companion to his
and kingdom and patience of | BroLAele kal LTOLOVY) € XPLOTQ | 4y dience “in the trouble and kingdom
Jesus Christ, was on the island | !N9OV CYEVOIY €V T VNOW 1] and endurance of Jesus Christ.” In the
that is called Patmos for the KXAOUPEV) TaTUG Sl ToV Aoyov . di fvs. 10. h
word of God and for the testi- | T00 €0 koL i Ty paptuploy 1mme 1ate context Ot vs. 20, “e ,
mony of Jesus Christ. inood ypLotod, continues by referring to the “Lord’s
day,” referring to the future day of the
Lord. See my notes on Revelation.
28. Rev 5:10 | And have made us kings and kol €moinowg adtolg T¢) Bew) TP. Cr reads Baoiieiar, kingdom. MT

priests to our God; And we
shall reign on the earth.

MUAY PoroLA€l KoL LepELs Kal
BaoLreboovoy éml Thg g

reads Baoiiele, kings.
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29. Rev Then the seventh angel KoL O %BéO}.LOQ &Y"{E)\.OQ EoOATILOEY OK: The phrase “the kingdoms of this
11:15 sounded: And there were loud kel éyévovto dwval peydiar €v 1Q | world” (Booiielo tod kbopov) is best
voices in heaven, saying, The gzg‘E‘}‘ﬁ;%g“gg;hggerggng (o, | understood as the kingdoms that consist
l;;i%i?ﬁizggzlgsdjsgiggf AUV Kol TOD yPLOTED bt ofF)) «w, | of the world system. This current world
Lord and of His Christ, and He |BeotAboeL €ig tobg aidvag tTov system cannot co-exist Wlth the
. ’ alodvwy kingdom of God, and will be totally
shall reign forever and ever! .o, X
eliminated by it.
30. Rev Then I heard a loud voice say- |kal flkovoo pwvny peyainy év 1@ | DK: The salvation in view is best
12:10 ing in heaven, Now salvation, 01390”"’? }“éY\OUE’“V; GpTL éYé"ETO N |understood as the eschatological
and strength, and the kingdom g(’)m)f) b Kt 12) duvaLe kol 1 salvation of Israel rather than spiritual
ooLAelo ToD Beod NUAY Kol : oo .
I(){fi;)l(ljrh(r}i(s)tdflzgg gcl)fnl; ?‘;(’)errtﬁg tovota b XpLot Qg w0700 EQL salvation of the individual believer. The
accuser of our brethren, who ac- ‘%ﬁ men{ 6 koThyopoc TV &6’6 Apiov contixt be'flrs this out by the statement
cused them before our God day np{f) v OﬁKofm:{ Op((;)lf aUT(:)V\ vam,ov that “the klI}ngH} of our God aI,l,d the.
and night, has been cast down. | 700 B0 MUV MUEPHS KKL VUKTOG power of His Chl‘l.St have come. .Wf.nle
it is not yet established at this point in
the book of Revelation, the kingdom is
on the way and no one can stop it. The
events described here are the opening
salvos that result in the establishment
of the kingdom of God on the earth.
31.Rev Then the fifth angel poured out |kal 0 Téuntoc &yyerog ééxeerv Ty | OK: The fifth bowl is similar to the
16:10 his bowl on the throne of the d)w't),n]v OCQTOf) €ml Tov Bpovov Tod | fifth trumpet in that both deal with
beast, and his kingdom became GUpLQU, Kot éyéyero ﬁ fom)“ehm darkness. But there the similarity ends,
- a0TOD €0KOTWHEVT KUL ELOOGBVTO . .
emaved thls tongues bocause | 46 440005 bz @ o0 évoy |25 he fifth trumpet deals with demonic
of the pain. [ty upon the popuiation of e
Empire, while this bowl is specific in
its judgment against “the throne of the
beast and his kingdom.” This
terminology makes it clear that the
leadership of the Revived Roman
Empire is being judged, as distinct from
the general population of that Empire
which was judged by the fourth bowl.
32. Rev The ten horns which you saw | Kol T &éker képate 0 €ldeg déka OK: The “no kingdom” phrase refers to
17:12 are ten kings who have received |Baoticic elow OQ(TEVEC Beotrelov | the future kingdoms of the ten kings
no kingdom as yet, but they re- | 0UT® chafov A’ eovolay we that, at this point in the narrative, they
ceive authority for one hour as | PXOLACLE plow wpow Apipavovow hav’e not yet received. For a discilssion
kings with the beast. et oD fnplov. of the identity of the ten kings, see my
notes on this verse.
33. Rev For God has put it into their 0 yop Beog €dwkev eig tag kapdiog | OK: This continues the narrative
17:17 hearts to fulfill His purpose, to |e0TdV mofioat Thy yveuny aitod concerning the ten kings from vs. 12.

be of one mind, and to give
their kingdom to the beast, until
the words of God are fulfilled.

kel ToLfioal yrouny play kol
dodval thv Paotielar adtdY @
nplw dypL TereodOoLy ol AdyoL
oD Be0Dd.




