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Paul’s Epistle to the Colossians
Synthetic Outline
Introduction — 1:1-14
A. Paul’s Greeting to the Colossians — 1:1-2
B. Paul’s Thanksgiving for the Colossians — 1:3-8
C. Paul’s Prayer for the Colossians — 1:9-14
Paul’s Presentation of the Son — 1:15-23
A. The Son’s Image of the Father — 1:15-17
B. The Son’s Headship of the Church — 1:18-20
C. The Son’s Reconciliation through His Death — 1:21-23
Paul’s Service to the Body — 1:24-29
A. The Apostle’s Suffering for the Word — 1:24-26
B. The Apostle’s Proclamation of the Mystery — 1:27-29
Paul’s Encouragement to the Colossians — 2:1-23
Paul’s Concern for Spiritual Knowledge — 2:1-3
God’s Solution for Persuasive Speech — 2:4-7
Paul’s Warning Against Human Philosophy — 2:8-12
Paul’s Defense Against Legalistic Regulations — 2:13-17
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Paul’s Teaching Concerning False Doctrine — 2:18-23
Paul s Presentation of the Christian Life — 3:1-4:6

The Believer’s Required Thinking — 3:1-4

The Believer’s Required Lifestyle — 3:5-8

The Believer’s Change to the New Man — 3:9-14
The Believer’s Attitude in Action — 3:15-17

The Believer’s Family Relationships — 3:18-21
The Believer’s Social Obligations — 3:22-4:1
The Believer’s Activity in Prayer — 4:2-4

The Believer’s Manifestation of Wisdom — 4:5-6
Paul’s Recounting of His Companions — 4:7-14
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A. Tychicus and Onesiumus — 4:7-9
B. Aristarchus and Jesus — 4:10-11
C. Epaphras — 4:12-13

D. Luke and Demas — 4:14

Paul’s Final Instructions — 4:15-17

A. Greeting the Brethren — 4:15

B Reading the Epistle — 4:16

C. Encouraging Archippus — 4:17
D Concluding the Epistle —4:18
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