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Introduction – 1:1

 A. The Writers of the Letter

 B. The Recipients of the Letter

 C. The Position of the Thessalonians

 i. In God the Father

 ii. In the Lord Jesus Christ

 I. Paul’s Relationship with the Thessalonians – 1:2-2:20

 A. Paul’s Description of the Thessalonians – 1:2-10

 i. The Thessalonian’s Exertion – 1:2-5

 ii. The Thessalonian’s Imitation – 1:6-7

 iii. The Thessalonian’s Expression – 1:8

 iv. The Thessalonian’s Reputation – 1:9

 B. Paul’s Conduct Among the Thessalonians – 2:1-12

 i. Boldness in Opposition – 2:1-2

 ii. Exhortation with Gentleness – 2:3-7

 iii. Labor because of Concern – 2:8-10

 C. Paul’s Thanksgiving for the Thessalonians – 2:13-16

 i. The Thessalonian’s Received the Word of God – 2:13

 ii. The Thessalonians Imitated the Judean Brethren – 2:14-16

 D. Paul’s Desire for the Thessalonians – 2:17-20

 i. Paul Desired to Return to the Thessalonians – 2:17-18

 ii. Paul’s Crown of Boasting is the Thessalonians – 2:19-20

 II. Paul’s Instruction Concerning Behavior – 3:1-4:12

 A. Paul’s Trouble Produces Concern – 3:1-11

 i. Timothy Returns to the Thessalonians – 3:1-5

 ii. Timothy Reports to Paul – 3:6-8

 iii. Paul Responds to Timothy’s Report – 3:9-11

 B. Love’s Increase Produces Holiness – 3:12-13

 i. The Cause of Love’s Increase – 3:12

 ii. The Result of Love’s Increase – 3:13

 C. God’s Desire is Sanctification – 4:1-8

 i. Walking in Sanctification – 4:1-2

 ii. Sexual Activity in Sanctification – 4:3-5

 iii. Dealings in Sanctification – 4:6

 iv. Cleanness in Sanctification – 4:7-8

 D. Love’s Result is Proper Behavior – 4:9-12

 i. Behavior toward Believers – 4: 9-10a
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 ii. Behavior toward Unbelievers – 4:10b-12

 III. Paul’s Instruction Concerning Prophetic Events – 4:13-5:11

 A. The Christian Resurrection is Orderly – 4:13-18

 i. How should Christians grieve? – 4:13-14

 ii. Who will rise first? – 4:15-16

 iii. Of what does the rapture consist? – 4:17

 iv. What does a correct view produce? – 4:18

 B. The Day of the Lord Surprises Unbelievers – 5:1-11

 i. The Knowledge of the Thessalonians – 5:1-5

 ii. The Encouragement to the Thessalonians – 5:6-11

 IV. Paul’s Instruction Concerning Church Relations – 5:12-24

 A. Church Elders are Due Respect – 5:12-13

 B. Church Elders Need Encouragement – 5:14-22

 C. Paul Asks for Sanctification – 5:23-24


