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Introduction (1:1-3)

I. The Problem of Divisions in the Assembly (1:4-3:23)

A. The Problem is Evident by their Speech (1:4-17)

B. The Problem is Evident by their Lack of Wisdom (1:18-3:23)

1. True Wisdom Explained 1:18-2:9

2. True Wisdom Revealed (2:10-2:16)

3. True Wisdom Received (3:1-3:23)

a. Divisions Caused by Carnality (3:1-17)

b. Wisdom Gained by Foolishness (3:18-20)

c. Unity Attained by Wisdom (3:21-23)

II. The Problem of Conduct by the Assembly (4:1-6:20)

A. Criticism of Paul by Some in the Assembly (4:1-21)

1. Paul’s Attitude Toward Certain Criticism (4:1-6)

2. Paul’s Attitude Toward the Apostolic Condition (4:7-13)

3. Paul’s Attitude Toward Apostolic Dominion (4:14-21)

B. Adultery by Some Still in the Assembly (5:1-13)

1. The Problem Exposed (5:1-2)

2. The Solution Expressed (5:3-5)

a. The Apostle’s Judgment (5:3)

b. The Assembly’s Action (5:4-5)

3. The Leaven Expelled (5:6-8)

a. The Expansion of Leaven (5:6)

b. The Symbolism of Passover (5:7-8)

4. The Principle Explained (5:9-13)

a. Association with Immoral Unbelievers Acceptable (5:9-10)

b. Association with Immoral Believers Unacceptable (5:11-13)

C. Legal Problems between Some in the Assembly (6:1-10)

1. The Basis for Christian Judgment (6:1-3)

2. The Shame of Secular Judgment (6:4-6)

3. The Failure of Secular Judgment (6:7-11)
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D. Immorality with Prostitutes by Some in the Assembly (6:12-20)

1. Liberty is no Excuse (6:12-14)

2. Position is Basic (6:15-17)

3. The Holy Spirit is Indwelling (6:18-20)

III. The Problem of a Previous Letter to the Assembly (7:1-16:4)

A. A Question about Marriage (7:1-24)

1. Sexual Responsibilities in the Marriage State (7:1-9)

2. The Believer’s Requirements in the Marriage State (7:10-16)

3. The Believer’s Contentment in His State (7:17-24)

B. A Question about Staying Single (7:25-40)

1. The Corinthian Application (7:25-35)

2. A First Century Situation (7:36-40)

C. A Question about Things Offered to Idols (8:1-13)

1. The Nature of Knowledge (8:1-3)

2. The Application of Knowledge (8:4-6)

3. The Conscience of the Weak (8:7-8)

4. The Responsibility of the Strong (8:9-13)

D. Questions about Paul’s Apostleship (9:1-27)

1. Paul’s Apostolic Attitude (9:1-18)

a. Paul had the rights of an apostle (9:1-12)

b. Paul did not Exercise the Rights of an Apostle (9:13-18)

2. Paul’s Apostolic Servitude (9:19-23)

3. Paul’s Apostolic Rectitude (9:24-27)

E. Questions about Idolatry and the Lord’s Supper (10:1-11:34)

1. The Examples From the Old Testament (10:1-13)

2. The Explanation of the Lord’s Table (10:14-22)

3. The Expectation of a Correct Conscience (10:23-33)

4. The Experience of Godly Subordination (11:1-16)

5. The Excoriation of an Ungodly Assembly (11:17-34)

F. Questions about Spiritual Gifts (12:1-14:40)

1. The Diversity of Certain Gifts (12:1-11)
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a. Certain Gifts are Specified (12:1-3)

b. All Gifts are Unified (12:4-6)

c. A List of Gifts is Categorized (12:7-10)

(1) Category One (12:7-8)

(2) Category Two (12:9-10a)

(3) Category Three (12:10b)

d. Each Gift is Individualized (12:11)

2. The Unity of the Body of Christ (12:12-26)

a. The Entrance into the Body (12:12-13)

b. The Importance of the Members (12:14-26)

3. The Singularity of Spiritual Gifts (12:27-31)

4. The Priority of Love to Spiritual Gifts (13:1-13)

a. The Permanence of Love (13:1-7)

b. The Abolition of Some Gifts (13:8-13)

5. The Propriety of Exercising Certain Gifts (14:1-40)

a. Prophecy Compared with Tongues (14:1-6)

b. Translation Required with Tongues (14:7-19)

c. The Purpose Specified for Tongues (14:20-25)

d. Orderliness Required for the Assembly (14:26-40)

G. A Question about the Resurrection (15:1-58)

1. Resurrection and Salvation (15:1-11)

a. The Introduction of the Gospel (15:1-2)

b. The Explanation of the Gospel (15:3-5)

c. The Substantiation of the Gospel (15:6-9)

d. The Presentation of the Gospel (15:10-11)

2. Resurrection and Error (15:12-19)

a. The Denial of Resurrection by Some Corinthians (15:12)

b. The Logical Consequences of No Resurrection (15:13-19

(1) Christ has not Been Raised (15:13)

(2) The Proclamation of the Gospel is Empty (15:14)

(3) The Apostles are False Witnesses (15:15, 16)
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(4) The Corinthians are Still in their Sins (15:17)

(5) Christians who have Died have Perished (15:18)

(6) Christians are to be Pitied (15:19)

3. Resurrection and Order (15:20-28)

a. The Affirmation of Christ’s Resurrection (15:20)

b. The Explanation of Death and Life (15:21-22)

c. The Organization of Various Resurrections (15:23-27a)

d. The Exception to that Subordination (15:27b-28)

4. Resurrection and Practice (15:29-34)

5. Resurrection and Glory (15:35-50)

6. Resurrection and Mystery (15:51-58)

H. A Question about the Collection for Jerusalem (16:1-4)

Conclusion (16:5-24)
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